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by proving their readiness to die for it. Our wrongs live because
we only pretend to be their living representatives. The only way
we can prove our claim is by readiness to suffer in the discharge
of our trust. We are on a fair way to proving ourselves worthy
of it. But I hardly think we can yet claim to have given conclusive
proof. Who knows if we shall not be found wanting when impri-
sonment means utter discomfort and even lashes? Who knows
how many of us arc ready to mount the gallows ?
In my opinion, therefore, a conference at which the Govern-
ment is represented will be useful only when the latter has tried
the non-co-operators to its satisfaction and measured their strength
in quantity and quality.
But since non-co-operation is a method of cultivating public
opinion5 I would certainly welcome a conference of co-operators
and non-co-operators, I am sure that they want the Khilafat
and the Punjab wrongs redressed, I am aware that they want
freedom for the country as much as non-co-operators. It has
given me much pleasure to see almost every moderate journal con-
demning the present repressive policy of the Government. I had
expected nothing less. And I know that if non-co-operators keep
self-restraint, do not become violent, do not abuse their oppo-
nents, every liberal will become a non-co-operator. Indeed even
Englishmen will veer round to the non-co-operators and the Gov-
ernment will, as it then must, capitulate. That is the expected and
intended working of the method of non-co-operation. It redu-
ces friction to a minimum. And if today it seems to have produc-
ed a contrary effect, it is because non-co-operators have only
now begun to see that it is not enough to have been fairly non-
violent in deed. It is equally necessary to be non-violent in word
and thought. It is unlawful for a non-co-operator even to wish ill
to his enemies. What our opponents dread most is undisciplined
violence breaking out under cover of non-violence. They do not
believe in our sincerity, i.e., of the vast majority of us. They see
in it nothing -but chaos and perdition. This repression, therefore,
has come as a blessing in disguise. It is showing them and us
that we have acquired influence over the populace to keep it under
1 check even under provoking circumstances. Our restraint has not
yet been tried long enough to be considered permanent. We are
still in a state of uncertainty. The people in Sialkot did stray
away from the line, be it even so slightly. We have had so many
such little jerks that we do not possess the sense of security re-
quired to inspire an outsider's faith in the movement, I would,
therefore, welcome every opportunity of meeting the co-operators